we see students and faculty as sharing a common interest in
resisting neoliberalism and its austerity measures. We want to
acknowledge the formal solidarity offered to us by CUPFA, and
hope that we can offer future support to faculty in their own
struggles.

On solidarity

The individualization of the strike proposed by the administration
is detrimental to the possibilities of solidarity between faculty and
students. So while we acknowledge this offer of dialogue from
the administration, we know that it is part of the strategy of an
institution invested in preserving the status quo. Unsurprisingly
then, the administration’s new communication strategy co-
opts the language of the student strike while attempting
to dictate what a strike at Concordia can look like. We
must remember that the goal of our strike isn't to convince
administrators of the validity of our claims but to build a rapport
de force with the government. Given that the university acts like
a buffer between students and the government, it is essential
that we ensure an adequate response from Concordia. This
includes the extension of our semester, the corresponding
remuneration of faculty and extension of their contracts.

We encourage General Assemblies to take clear positions on this
issue, and students to take action to pressure the administration.
Extended support from the CSU for faculty and striking student
associations should include action regarding this matter. As
students, we must organize ourselves to determine the shape
of our strike and make the force of our demands felt.

March 23rd 2015
Some students

Student Strikes at Concordia:
a Brief Analysis of Recent Responses
from the Administration

We should start by acknowledging that recent statements from
the Concordia administration regarding current student strikes
at Concordia are a discursive step in the right direction. Since
2012, a wave of pushes to delegitimize student strikes and
associations has played out in the arena of the court system,
and in the halls of post-secondary institutions. We've seen
the same strategies applied to the labour movement since the
sixties. Laws governing the legality of strikes have massively
undermined workers’ capacities to self-organize and to resist.
(e.g. the fact that workers can only strike during contract
negotiation, that negotiations can only entail monetary benefits,
lock-outs, special laws, etc.) Given this context, the fact that the
administration recognizes the strike as such and acknowledges
the legitimacy of student democracy is not negligible, and signals
the small victories won by student struggles at Concordia in
2012, and ongoing student organizing.

This said, we have some concerns about recent statements
from the university administration.

Cancellation and make-up classes

While the administration has announced the cancellation of
classes for one day on March 23rd, communications have
systematically disavowed the other days and weeks of strikes
voted for by various student associations. In communications
sent to Fine Arts students, there has been no mention of the
April 2nd strike, while for associations with a week-long strike
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